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Col orado Event Kicks off Planting of 60,000 Trees

In a two-day Col orado event that mxed "Living C assroons” with Wldfire
ReLeaf efforts, AMERI CAN FORESTS joined with school children, vegetarian
cui sine |leaders, and an organic market chain to plant trees for a
greater cause.

During tree-planting cerenmonies at Carlos M Cole Mddle School in
Denver, and Shepard Wal dorf El enentary School near Boul der, Natura
Touch® Veggi e Foods and WIld Cats Markets announced a specia
partnership that will help and restore forest to fire-ravaged Col orado.
Nat ural Touch and WId Cats' donation to AMERI CAN FORESTS wi || assi st
with local reforestation efforts after this year's record- breaking
wildfire season and will plant Living O assroons at the two
participating schools. The donation will fund the planting of 60,000
trees around Denver and Boul der during the next two years. Proceeds

rai sed from consumer purchases of Natural Touch® products at
participating WIld Qats Markets during Septenber 6-12 hel ped to fund the
donati on to AMERI CAN FORESTS' the tree planting.



Li nda Freybler, director of marketing for Natural Touch® said, "W
strongly stand behind initiatives that support the health of our
consunmers and restore our nation's natural resources. W' re honored to
have partnered with Wld Cats Markets to nmake this donation possible."

AMERI CAN FORESTS' Wl dfire ReLeaf canpaign is an ecosystemrestoration
and tree planting initiative designed to plant mllions of trees in
environnental ly sensitive areas scorched by recent wildfires. AVMERI CAN
FOREST plants native trees in areas that m ght otherw se take years to
regenerate, such as along stream banks that provide critical fish and
wildlife habitat and sl opes threatened by erosion. Previous
contributions by Natural Touch® hel ped AMERI CAN FORESTS pl ant 20, 000
trees nationw de during the past two years.

Ji m Hubbard, Col orado state forester and Ral ph Canpbell, Col orado state
urban forester, talked with students about wildfires and the inportance
of forest restoration. After each presentation, students planted on
their school grounds AVERI CAN FORESTS Living C assroom The program
provi des schools with trees directly descended from ones historic
peopl e, place, or events. Lesson plans connect the trees to history,
envi ronnent al education, science, geography, mathematics and the arts.

Jennifer Barton, Cole Mddle School's assistant principal, said she felt
honored to plant the trees on their schoolyard. "W're all very
excited," she said.

According to an article in ENS-News, changes in |land use may riva
greenhouse gases in their contributions to global warmng. That froma
new i nternational study that details the effects of urban spraw,
deforestation, and agricultural practices on regional surface
tenperatures, rainfall patterns, and atnospheric circulation. The report
argues that these | and surface changes nmay have nore inpact on climte

t han greenhouse gas em ssi ons.

Most climate change studi es have focused on how heat-trappi ng gases |ike
carbon di oxide (CQ2), released by human activities such as the burning
of fossil fuels, are warm ng the gl obal climte. However, other human
activities which cause changes in |and surfaces and vegetation may be
even nore inmportant, say the authors of a recent study.

In the article, Roger Pielke, an atnospheric scientist at Colorado State
University, said, "Qur work suggests that the inpacts of human caused

| and cover changes on climate are at |east as inportant, and quite

possi bly nore inportant than those of carbon di oxi de. Through | and cover
changes over the | ast 300 years, we nay have already altered the clinmate
nore than woul d occur associated with the radi oactive effect of a
doubl i ng of carbon dioxide."

Def orestation - and reforestation - alter the anount of sunlight the
| and absorbs and the ampbunt of npisture it rel eases.

Pi el ke and his col |l eagues noted that if CO2 emi ssions continue at
current rates, atnospheric CO2 concentrations are expected to double by
2050. At the sane tine, land surface uses will continue to change.



Forests may influence the climate in nore conplicated ways than
previously thought, the authors found. For exanple, in regions wth
heavy snowfall, reforestation or the growmh of new forests woul d cause
the land to reflect | ess sunlight, neaning that nore heat would be
absorbed. This could result in a net warm ng effect, even though the new
trees would renbve CO2 fromthe atnosphere through photosynthesis during
t he grow ng season.

Ref orestation could increase the rate also transpiration in a particular
area, putting nore water vapor in the air. Water vapor in the
troposphere, the | owest densest part of the earth's atnosphere, is the
bi ggest contributor to greenhouse gas warm ng, the researchers said.

As our cities expand and our popul ation noves to increasingly urbanized
areas, AMERI CAN FORESTS recogni zes the ecol ogi cal val ue of urban trees
as an inportant conservation issue. Though it is inherently understood
that trees inprove our environnent, until recently it was difficult to
quantify these effects. AVMERI CAN FORESTS has synthesi zed decades of
proven research with Geographic Information Systens (GS) and Renpte
Sensi ng technol ogies to accurately neasure the val ue of urban trees.

AMERI CAN FORESTS has conducted Urban Ecosystem Anal yses in nearly 20
cities around the country docunenting the | oss of tree cover in our
cities. These anal yses report the value of trees not only in terns of
their ecol ogical benefits, but also in a | anguage that deci sion nakers
under st and—dol | ar s.

If you're interested in |earning nore about deforestation and it's
effects on CO2 eni ssions, and gl obal warm ng, visit us at
www. aneri canforests.org

Group Convenes to Create the First Urban Forestry "Wek-in-Wshi ngton"

Three days may seem|like a short tine when trying to build a contingency
on national urban forest policy. For urban forestry practitioners,
however, it was a chance to collaborate, |earn about the federa

process, and work on budgeting skills.

From Oct ober 19-21, AMERI CAN FORESTS held its first Urban Forests "Wek-
i n-Washi ngton." The program developed with the Alliance for Conmunity
Trees (ACT) and funded by The National Tree Trust, brought together 20
urban forestry practitioners fromaround the country to encourage nore
active involvenent in national policy issues.

Speakers froma variety of national groups engaged in forest policy

i ssues, including: Kathy DeCoster, |obbyist for Trust for Public Land;
Al'i ce BEwen-Wal ker, executive director of the National Alliance for
Community Trees; and, Anne Hei ssenbuttel, executive director of the

Nati onal Association of State Foresters. In addition, Congressiona

staff speakers included Chris Topi k of the House Interior Appropriations
Subcommittee and Ti m Al ken of Congressman Jim Mran’s (VA) office.

Federal representatives from agencies such as the Forest Service, HUD
(US Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent) and the EPA
(Environnmental Protection Agency) spoke about innovative prograns and



resources for urban and community forestry work. Key progranms included
brownfi el ds renedi ati on, community devel opnment bl ock grants, a heat
island initiative, and smart grow h.

After receiving this policy training, urban forestry participants were
encouraged to schedul e neetings with menbers and staff of the

Congressi onal delegations fromtheir hone states. To help prepare for

t hese neetings, the participants received sone excellent advice from Joe
W son, Executive Director of Greening MIwaukee, Alice-Ewen Wl ker of
ACT, and Gerry Gray of AMERI CAN FORESTS, on how to present their
concerns to their Congressional delegates. They also identified three
conmon points to address:

1. The inmpact on urban forestry groups and projects of "borrow ng"
done this year by the USDA Forest Service to pay for energency wildfire
suppression. Also, the need to repay these funds so that groups and
conmtrments to projects can nove forward, and the need to create a
better nechanismfor funding emergency wildfire suppression in the
future.

2. To request $50 mllion for the USDA Forest Service's U ban and
Conmunity Forestry Programin the FY 2004 federal budget, and to focus
the increased program funding on | ocal capacity building and cost share
grants.

3. To request $6 million for urban forestry research in USDA Forest
Service’'s Research budget for FY 2004.

This event was patterned after the Community Forestry "Wek-in-
Washi ngton, " whi ch AMERI CAN FORESTS has cosponsored for the last five
years.

University of California researchers recently reported that two of the
state’s nost val ued trees--coast redwod and Douglas-fir-- are
susceptible to sudden oak deat h.

In the sunmer issue of the mamgazi ne, AMERI CAN FORESTS reported to you

that scientists were trying to isolate living cultures of

Phyt opht hor aranorum the fungus responsi ble for sudden oak death, from
t he branches and needl es of coast redwood. Their fears were confirned,
and the tree was added to a growing |ist of species threatened by the

deadl y di sease

In addition to the redwood, Douglas-fir saplings have al so shown
synptons of infection. According to The Forestry Source newspaper, the
extent to which the disease will affect California s coast redwood and
Dougl as-fir--two trees vital to the state’s forest industry--remains to
be seen. However, within days of discovering the Douglas-fir connection
to the disease, state officials said both species would be a focus of
state and federal regulations ained at preventing the spread of the

di sease.

Last April the federal government enacted a quarantine that bans the
shi pping of soil and plants fromnore than a dozen host species outside



the infected countries. State regulations prohibit plants, plant parts,
unprocessed wood, and wood products from being noved within or from

i nfested counties without the authorization of the |local County

Agricul tural Commi ssioner

On receiving news that redwoods and Dougl as-fir are susceptible to the
di sease, California Governor Gray Davis (D) sent a letter to President
Bush on Septenmber 4 requesting $10 nmillion to help fight the spread of
the disease. In the letter Davis wote, "The inplications of this

di sease are enornous, including a nmajor change in the environnment and

| andscape of California, severe econonmic dislocation, and an increase in
fire danger.”

Wiile the identification of redwoods and Dougl as-fir as hosts for the

di sease is likely to have a negative effect on the state’s forest
products industry, industry officials have tried to take these recent

di scoveries in stride. The California Forest Products Commi ssion said it
bel i eves the inpact can be kept to a mninumas |long as “rational and
reasonabl e neasures are put in place.”

== WHAT' S HAPPENI NG ===========-=-=-==-=-=-=-—-—-—-—-—--—-—---—----—o—----—-=-==—=—=—=—=—====

*Dr ought Shrivels Virginia Apple Crop

According to the Novenber 3 Washington Post, this year’s apple harvest
was di sappointing to nost farners on the East Coast. On the eastern

sl opes of the Blue Ri dge Mountains in Front Royal, Virginia, Bill Van
Deusen’s conmmerci al apple orchard and his regul ar workforce of m grant
pi ckers have been replaced by a pervasive sil ence.

Wboden crates nmeant to haul apples to a | ocal cannery are neatly
stacked, and the inspection nmachines sit idle in a dark room

Van Deusen, whose grandfather first planted trees in 1922, did not
produce nearly enough apples this year to warrant the energy or the
capital to brig his 250-acre orchard into full operation. This is a

t heme anong apple growers in Virginia as this year’s mld winter, frosty
spring and--despite recent, welconme rain--persistent drought yielded
Virginia’s worst fall apple harvest in 20 years.

“I'n nornal years, this place would be rocking and rolling. But this is
depressing," said Van Deusen, 51, in the article. H's Harnony Hol |l ow
orchard produced 20,000 bushels this year--down from 75,000 |st year
"It’s at | east a double whamy, and for some orchards, it's a killer
shot. It could be death. I'"mat a point right nowif sonebody nekes ne
an offer to sell out, I'mlikely to listen right now."

The apple trees growing in the limestone-rich Shenandoah Val |l ey of
Virginia are known for their quality and quantity, but this year,
farmers harvested 7 mllion bushels conpared to the usual 10 nmillion
bushel s of recent years.

Last year’s warmwi nter also played a part in the | ow apple count. In
order to mature fully, Apple trees depend on cool tenperatures that keep
appl e buds fromsprouting too early. The cocoon-like cases keep the

bl ossons at bay and need 2,000 "chilling hours" at 30 degrees or |ower.



Appl e growers on the East Coast, like Bill Van Deusen, are hol ding out
hi gh hope for a very cold, wet winter to bring next year’s apple harvest
up to par. Only tine will tell.

* Do you have Ecol SP?
Now you can connect to Anerica's forests every tine you go online!

| mportant Reminder!!! You can plant trees as you surf the web, thank to
Ecol SP, a conplete Internet Service Provider, |like AOL, MSN or

Eart hl i nk—except that Ecol SP has agreed to partner with AVERI CAN FORESTS
to help us plant trees.

Here's how this exciting partnership works. For only $17.95 per nonth
(less than AOL, MSN, or Earthlink), you'll receive award-w nning
Internet service. You not only save noney, but Ecol SP donates 50% of
subscri ber fees to AMERI CAN FORESTS each and every nonth. Just think, if
25% of AMERI CAN FORESTS supporters join Ecol SP today, we'll plant

576, 000 new trees every year.

If you' re an AMERI CAN FORESTS nenber you received a special Ecol SP CD
with your recent issue of AMERI CAN FORESTS nmmgazine. |If you haven't

al ready used that CD to join Ecol SP, please do so now. |If you're not yet
an AF nmenber please Enmil us today and we'll send you a free copy of the
AF nagazine and an EcolSP CD. O click the Ilink below to learn nore. Act
today! dick www. ecoi sp. com anf or mag

khkkkkhhkkkhkhkhkkkhhkkkkkkkx ARE YQJ A NENBER’)')************************

You can do your part to help the environnent today by joining
AMERI CAN FORESTS. Not only are 25 trees planted for
you in a danaged ecosystem or forest restoration project, but
you will also receive

- Afree subscription to our quarterly nmgazi ne

- Afree Big Trees cal endar

- A wi ndow decal

Join Today! Visit http://ww. aneri canforests. org/
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== ENVI RONMENTAL NEWS AND FEATURES FROM ENS- NEWS. COM and ENN. COM

* "Voters Approve Environmental, Aninmal Protections”
http://ens-news. conf ens/ nov2002/ 2002- 11- 06- 07. asp

* "Scientists warn of environnental danger of wldfires”
http://ww. enn. com news/w re-stories/2002/11/11072002/reu_48895. asp

* "Bi o-prospectors seek treasure in Australia forests”
http://ww. enn. com news/w re-stories/2002/11/11082002/reu_48903. asp
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Don't forget to forward this information to friends or coll eagues.

FEEDBACK OR OTHER ASSI STANCE:
mai | t o: forest bytes@nfor. org

PLANT TREES W TH AMERI CAN FORESTS:
http://ww. anmeri canf orests. org/ gl obal rel eaf/

BECOVE A MEMBER OF AMERI CAN FORESTS:
http://ww. armeri canf or est s. or g/ nenber shi p/

http://ww. armeri canforests.org
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