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Play Ball! Yankees Kick Of Mnorial Tree Groves

During a pre-gane cerenony on Sunday, Septenber 8, at Yankee Stadi um
AMERI CAN FORESTS and Eddi e Bauer will present the first Menorial Tree
planted in New York for 9-11. The tree, a coral burst crabapple will be
planted in the stadiunis Monunment Park behind Center Field, and will be
acconpani ed by a special nenorial plaque. The tree in Mnunment Park

mar ks the begi nning of plantings to renenber each life | ost in New York
Vi rgi ni a/ Washi ngt on, DC; and Pennsyl vani a.

"Thr oughout history, trees have been planted to recognize acts of

heroi sm" executive director Deborah Gangl of f says. "As our nation
continues to rebuild communities affected by Septenmber 11, we believe
that planting trees is a fitting tribute to the strength and
perseverance of America. Trees are not only a unique nenorial, they are
a significant contribution to the environnent."

AMERI CAN FORESTS' Menorial Tree Groves campaign was created as a l|iving
tribute to the firefighters, policenen, and other victinms and heroes who
lost their lives at the Wrld Trade Center, the Pentagon, and in
Sonerset County, Pennsylvania. In January, retailer Eddi e Bauer pl edged
$500, 000 to AMERI CAN FORESTS to support the Menorial Tree Groves
canpai gn. Through January 2003, the retailer is asking custonmers to add



a dollar to their total to help plant Menorial Trees. Donations can be
made at any Eddi e Bauer retail store, through the Eddi e Bauer catal og
service (800/426-8020) or online at www. eddi ebauer.com

AMERI CAN FORESTS will plant nmore than 2,800 trees in New York; 40 at a
fire fighting training facility in Sonerset, Pennsylvania; and 184 near
the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia. In addition, AVERI CAN FORESTS wi | |
plant at |east 184 trees on Washington, DC s Kingman Island, in
recognition of the national scope of the tragedy. AMERI CAN FORESTS is
working with | ocal groups and agenci es such as New York City’'s Parks and
Recreati on Department; Hudson River Park Trust; Lower Hudson River RC&D
SUNY at Stony Brook; Washington, DC's Mayor Wl lians' Ofice; and
Arlington County, Virginia officials. Beginning this fall, these 6- to
10- foot-tall trees, will be planted at the designated sites.

For nore informati on about Menorial Tree Groves, visit us online at
http://ww. aneri canf orests. or g/ canpai gns/ nenori al _trees/groves/ O, you
can tell a friend about it by sending a postcard at

http://ww. anmeri canf orests. or g/ post car ds/ cr eat ecard. php?postcard_i d=16

Bush's Healthy Forests Initiative to Prevent Catastrophic Wldfire and
Reduce Cbstacles for On-the-G ound Wrk

Responding to the rash of devastating wildfires that have swept the West
this summer, President Bush is planning to create a healthy forests
initiative to prevent catastrophic wildfire and reduce obstacles for on-
t he- ground wor k.

Bush, who nade a visit to a fire site in Oregon last nonth, is expected
to propose changes to environmental |laws to nake it easier to get
approval to thin out federal forests and renove fire-prone dead trees
and under gr owt h.

But environnmentalists said the adm nistration was gutting saf eguards
that have protected the national forests for decades.

According to an article on enn.com adnministration officials said forest
managenent changes are needed to reduce the fire risks.

According to information rel eased by the US Forest Service, this sumer,
wi | dfires have burned nmore than 6 mllion acres from Al aska to New

Mexi co, or twice as nuch as in an average summer. Federal spending to
conbat wildfires could reach $1.5 billion this year

Interior Secretary Gale Norton, characterizing Western forests as "a
tinder box waiting for a spark," said much of the blane can be traced to
"nearly a century of well-intentioned but m sgui ded managenent" of
federal forests, including the policies of putting out fires as soon as
they start and restricting renmoval of underbrush, fallen | ogs and dead
tinmbers. This has left forests "crowded ... with thick undergrowh
(that) makes forests susceptible to disease, drought, and severe
wildfires,”" she wote in an op-ed article published |ast nmonth in USA
Today.

Envi ronnent al i sts acknow edged t hat decades of quickly extinguishing
fires contributed to the fire problem But they insisted that actions by
environnentalists to protect forests played no part in the fire hazard.

What do you think?

What shoul d President Bush do to reduce the threat of catastrophic
wildfires in our conmunities? Enail us with your opinion at

i nfo@nfor.org

For further fire updates, infornmation, and ways you can help restore



wi | dfire-danaged forests, visit ww. wildfirereleaf.org
Tell a friend! Send thema WIdfire ReLeaf postcard at
http://ww. armeri canf orests. or g/ post car ds/

AMERI CAN FORESTS i s pleased to announce the 2003 National Urban Forest
Conference in San Antonio, Texas on Septenber 17-20, 2003.

Engi neering Green into netropolitan Anrerica is not only the recipe for a
healthy city, but the theme of the 2003 National Urban Forest

Conference. Metropolitan areas are growing at an alarmng rate, and the
cost of building and nmaintaining air quality, water and energy needs for
resi dents has created a seem ngly insurnountable challenge. Can we
change this direction? Cities need to incorporate ecol ogical principals
into better urban planning and devel opment. Trees are the |ungs, water
filters, and air conditioners of our cities.

Engi neering Green will showcase ways that cities can build according to
nature’'s laws and rise above the financial, ecological and social tides
of urban growt h.

AMERI CAN FORESTS seeks proposal s for concurrent sessions and wor kshops
by COctober 15, 2002.

Visit our website www ameri canforests.org
<http://ww. aneri canforests.org> and click on 2003 National Urban Forest
Conference for nore information and to respond to our Call For Papers by
Oct ober 15, 2002.

== WHAT' S HAPPENI NG ===========-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-—-—-—----—---—----—o-------=-=—=—=—=—=—=====

* Liberty Trees Presented to Mire States

Begi nning with an August 14 cel ebration in Boston, AVERI CAN FORESTS
presented three Liberty Tree seedlings to the state Massachusetts,
Connecticut, and Rhode I sl and.

AMERI CAN FORESTS cel ebrated Liberty Tree day w th Bostoni ans and
tourists alike by toasting the "Liberty Tree" (a large elmnot far from
the | ocation of Boston's original Liberty Tree) with nugs of cider, as
was the tradition during Colonial times, and celebrate the spirit of
America with nusic and historical reenactnments. This year’s cel ebration
i ncl uded rmusici an Livingston Tayl or, who played the Taylor CQuitars

Li berty Tree guitar, nmade fromthe wood of the [ast standing Liberty

Tr ee.

"You'll hear the sounds of liberty on the Liberty Tree guitar," Deborah
Gangl of f, executive director of AVMERI CAN FORESTS, said as she introduced
the nmusician during the event. The second and third trees were presented
in Hartford, Connecticut, and Newport, Rhode Island, in cerenonies
during the follow ng two days.

Rhode | sl and Senator Jack Reed said, "I thank AMERI CAN FORESTS f or
presenting this offspring of the last Liberty Tree to the people of
Rhode Island. It will serve as a powerful synbol of those ideals,

liberty, independence and denocracy, for which our nation's first
citizens fought so many years ago."



The presentation of a Liberty Tree seedling to the three states by
AMERI CAN FORESTS and Taylor GQuitars is part of a program by which the
two organi zations will offer one of 14 seedlings AMERI CAN FORESTS grew
fromthe last Liberty Tree to each of the thirteen original Colonies.
Presentations will continue through out the year, while a 14th seedling
will be presented to the White House in 2003

* Baltinmore Makes the Mbst of Wasted Wod

AMERI CAN FORESTS will help Baltinore develop a plan to reuse inner city
wood waste while creating new jobs and reforesting the urban | andscape,
thanks to a grant fromthe U S. Forest Service' s Northeast Area. The
Inner City Project grant awarded to AVMERI CAN FORESTS for its Urban/Rura
Initiative is designed to explore ways residents can use ot herwi se
wast ed wood to turn a profit. "The programis a really new and different
way to use trees that woul d have gone to waste," says Bryant Smith
executive director of the Urban

Arts Institute in Baltinmore. "It's a great way to get the comunity

i nvol ved in their nei ghborhoods while cleaning up the environment." As
with any city, Baltinore's urban environment is tough place for trees to
grow. Many die of old age, are plagued by di sease, damaged beyond

repair by storns, and renpoved for devel opnent. Each season, thousands of
these trees are dunped in a city wood landfill called Canp Snall
Creating roomfor the landfill and the trucks that bring in the |ogs has
degraded sonme of the forestland, wetlands, and streans at Cyl burn
Arboretum where Canp Small is |ocated.

Project partners are exploring ways to help residents nake a profit from
the wood by turning it into furniture, |landscaping naterials, tinber
exports, or clean-burning charcoal via innovative technol ogies, to nane
a few Project partners include Revitalizing Baltinore, the Uban Arts
Institute, and the Wodberry nei ghborhood’ s Urban Forest Initiative.
"We're really lucky to have so many groups interested in the program"
Smith says. "Baltinore has been plagued by these stockpiles of wood,
good wood that shouldn’t go to waste. | think people are beginning to
understand and take the initiative to do something about it now " The
Urban/Rural Initiative's plan is a critical step toward hel ping
conmuni ti es and policynmakers create an econony that will restore

and maintain their urban forest as one woul d sustai nably nanage a rura
forest. Ideally trees that were no |onger viable would be renoved, a
government entity would contract with a business such as this to

re-use the trees by manufacturing and selling val ue-added products, and
government profits would be reinvested in restoring functioning urban
ecosystens. As a result, Baltinore would realize the reforestation of
degraded | and, existing forests would be given a market value to be
protected, wood-waste woul d be recycled, and jobs woul d be created.
AMERI CAN FORESTS is creating two pilot projects to test and replicate
conmuni ty-based forestry principles that |ink urban and rura
conmunities. The second project is in Seattle. For nore information on
the program contact lan Leahy at 202/ 955-4500 x236 or e-nmmi

il eahy@nfor.org. To | earn nore about AMERI CAN FORESTS, visit us on the
web at www. anericanforests.org

* Drummi ng Up Donations for Trees

A California company is drumm ng up support for the environnent, one
dollar at a tinme. Drum Workshop, which produces druns and drum
accessories at its Oxnard headquarters outside Los Angeles, will donate



$1 to AMERI CAN FORESTS for each drumit sells.

The conpany, which sells an average of 5,000- 6,000 drunsets, and up to
7,500 individual snare druns annual ly, thought donating to AMERI CAN
FORESTS was a good way to give back.

Carrie Lonbardi, Drum Wirkshop’s Director of Purchasing says, "Wen we
were | ooking at different options, we |iked AVERI CAN FORESTS

phi |l osophy. Donating to plant trees is a great way to give back to the
envi ronnent . "

Want to read nore about this story and other news fromthe world of
forests? Join AMERI CAN FORESTS, and read all about it in AVERI CAN
FORESTS nmgazi ne.

AMERI CAN FORESTS nenbers autonatically receive the quarterly full-color
AVERI CAN FORESTS nmgazi ne. An AMERI CAN FORESTS' nenbership is only $25,
which will be used to plant trees in a forest restoration project.

* Review ng a New Environment Law

The Bush adm nistration is reviewing a |andnmark environmental |aw both
reviled and praised because it requires |lengthy studies before foresters
cut a tree or devel opers start to dig.

According to a report on enn.com Wite House officials say they want to
noderni ze the 32-year-old | aw they blame for bureaucratic gridlock

At issue is the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. Signed by
President Nixon in 1970, the | aw requires devel opers, |oggers, and
others to describe in detail the inpact a proposed project will have on
the environnent and cone up with nmeasures to mninmize them

A typical environnental inpact statenent includes detailed anal ysis by
several federal agencies and extensive public coment.
Environnental i sts consider it a fundanental law and rely on it to limt
devel opnent on public land and bl ock projects that threaten endangered
speci es, including the spotted owl and steel head trout.

Critics say the |law has burgeoned into a swanp of regul ati ons and

| ogi stical hoops that stall federal action for years at a tine.

The revi ew was | aunched | ast nmonth by the White House Council on

Envi ronnental Quality, which says the | aw needs to be updated after

t hree decades of being essentially unchanged. A ni ne-nenber task force
is accepting public comment through Sept. 23 and expects to issue a
report by early next year.

Wiile the forest plan has attracted nore nedia attention, the NEPA
reviewis potentially even farther reaching, environnentalists say.

To find out nore infornmation about NEPA, visit the US Departnent of
Energy's website at http://tis.eh.doe.gov/nepal.
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You can do your part to help the environnent today by joining
AMERI CAN FORESTS. Not only are 25 trees planted for
you in a danaged ecosystem or forest restoration project, but
you will also receive

- Afree subscription to our quarterly nmgazi ne

- Afree Big Trees cal endar

- A wi ndow decal

Join Today! Visit http://ww. aneri canforests. org/
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== ENVI RONMENTAL NEWS AND FEATURES FROM ENN. COM =================

* "In Puerto Rico, concrete jungle stifles singing frogs"
http://ww. enn. com news/ w re-stories/2002/09/ 09022002/ ap_48308. asp

* "Goodal | urges loggers to save African forests”
http://ww. enn. com news/w re-stories/2002/ 08/ 08282002/ reu_48275. asp

* "Vines spread, choke trees in deepest Amazon jungle"
http://ww. enn. com news/w re-stories/2002/08/ 08152002/ reu_48139. asp
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Don't forget to forward this information to friends or coll eagues.

FEEDBACK OR OTHER ASSI STANCE:
mai | t o: forest bytes@nfor. org

PLANT TREES W TH AMERI CAN FORESTS:
http://ww. anmeri canf orests. org/ gl obal rel eaf/

BECOVE A MEMBER OF AMERI CAN FORESTS:
http://ww. ameri canf orests. or g/ nenber shi p/
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